Walking school bus heads to Wellesley PS

Pilot project to encourage Kids to walk to the school embraced by community, so it’ll roll out full-time in September
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WITH THE GOALS OF get-
ting more kids walking to
school every day, Welles-
ley Public School has just
completed a trial run of
the Trottibus program.

It’s the only school in the
district to test the program
out.

Started in Quebec five
years ago by the Canadian
Cancer Society, the Trot-
tibus program organizes a
sort of walking school bus,
with a starting point on a
route to school, and pick-
ing up more kids along the
way.

Volunteers walk with the
kids, and make sure they
get to the school yard in
time for class. The trial run
in Wellesley was a huge
success, says vice-princi-
pal Andy Beddoe.

“I think it went very
well. There was a lot of
enthusiasm,” he said after
the first walk to school on
Tuesday morning, adding
that there are still a few
kinks to be worked out.
“You could tell that par-
ents and students weren’t
really sure what to expect,
so it was good to see them
out there and figuring out
what was going on.”

The goal is to have the
Trottibus program run-
ning every school day in
September, and Beddoe
encourages parents to
sign up their kids. This
past week, there were two
routes in action. The first
starting from Village Road
and Nithbank Road, and
the second at Molesworth
Road and Schweitzer Cres-
cent.

Beddoe says the idea is
to get kids moving with
less cars around the school
in the mornings.

“The Canadian Cancer
Society is involved in this,
so, obviously, their take
on it is that through active
lifestyles, the chances of
having cancer are reduced
- the fitness and health
benefits. It is social too.
Sometimes getting out of

Wellesley PS vice-principal Andy Beddoe meets students at the starting point for one of the
Trottibus routes on Tuesday morning. Kids are encouraged to join the bus along the route to

There will be fewer cars on
the road, fewer parked cars
on the streets with kids
running between them.
There are a lot of benefits.”
Right now, for Beddoe
and staff, it is all about
getting the word out about
the program to as many
parents as possible. He
says that one concern has
been safety, but the volun-
teers and staff have that
covered.
“Our planning department
with our school board, as
well as people from the
township and then also
Waterloo Public Health,
they are always looking
for safe active routes to

school,” he said. “It is one
of those things that we
want to make sure is safe
for our students, so we
have spent a lot of time
monitoring, especially in
our parking lot, but also
the number of vehicles
on the road close to the
school. Especially out in
front of the school, we
had parents parking on
both sides of the road on
Village; it was dangerous,
so we asked the township
to put up a sign that said
[parking on] just one side.”
More information about
the Trottibus program can
be found online at www.
trottibus.ca.

walk to school instead of parents driving.

the house in the morning
is such a struggle, then
there will be this nice little
time to get in the zone,”
he said. “Students are
more alert when they get
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more alert in class. There is
also that extra pair of eyes
on the children, monitor-
ing them. Kids get to learn
about how to be a pedes-
trian and road safety in a

to school on the academic
side of things - they will be

social setting. It is about
building relationships, too.
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*MSRP of $24,995 on 2016 Crosstrek Touring 5SMT (GX1TP). Lease rate of lD 5%) for (24) months. Momhly payment is ($268 on 2016 Crosstrek) with ($3,472) down payment. Option to purchase at end of lease is ($17,364) with ($4,227) due on
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on approved credit at participating dealers only. Lease based on a maximum of (20,000 km/month for 24 months on the 2016 Crosstrek), with excess charged at $0.10/km. Leasing and Financing programs available through Subaru Financial Services
by TCCI. Other lease and Finance rates and terms available; down payment or equivalent trade-in may be required. Vehicles shown solely for purposes of illustration, and may not be equipped exactly as shown. Offers available until June 30th,
2016. See your local Subaru dealer for complete program details. $Ratings are awarded by the Insurance Institute for Highway Safety (IIHS). Please visit www.iihs.org for testing methods.
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