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1. Purpose

To ensure consistent and appropriate management of possible requests from
candidates during municipal, provincial or federal elections, including all by-elections.

2. School Visits by Candidates

2.1 Requests by individual candidates to visit a school will not be permitted during an
election campaign. This restriction includes informal visits to classrooms and
meetings with school administrators.

2.2 Requests for invitations to visit schools during this period must be declined, and
previously scheduled events must be rescheduled. This includes during by-
elections.

2.3 Current trustees standing for re-election may continue to be involved in school
events and activities that would normally have the local trustee in attendance in
accordance with Board Policy 3008 — Use of Board Resources During the Election
Campaign, e.g. school openings, award ceremonies, boundary studies, family
math nights.

24 If invited by a school, incumbent school board and provincial or federal elected
representatives may visit schools in their own zone or constituency at any time in
the course of their regular constituency duties. They shall not campaign or conduct
themselves in any way that may be perceived as campaigning. During the
campaign period, any individual candidates who are authorized to visit a school
shall not be accompanied by media and shall not use the visit to promote their
candidacy.
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3. Invitations to All Candidates

3.1 All-candidate Meeting

3.1.1  The WRDSB allows all-candidate meetings and other learning activities
that are part of the classroom program. The format of the meetings must
allow all candidates an equal opportunity to address their issues.

3.1.2 These meetings may be organized by classes during the regular school day
or by community organizations or school councils after school hours, at the
discretion of the principal or site manager. Sufficient notice (i.e. at least two
weeks in advance) must be given to all candidates. If candidates are unable
to attend, they may have a designate attend on their behalf. Written
confirmation of attendance (includes e-mail) or regrets must be received
from the candidates at least one week in advance of the meeting. This also
applies to requests made of school councils.

3.1.3 If two or more candidates can attend the meeting, then it may proceed. This
will afford students the opportunity to see a debate between at least two
varying points of view. If only one candidate can attend, the event must be
rescheduled or cancelled.

3.1.4 Access to Board facilities and resources for an All Candidates meeting, or
an event held outside of regular business hours, would be subject to Board
Policy 4002 Community Use of Schools and Board Policy 3008 Use of
School Board Resources During Election Campaign.
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