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Demystify the Web: 
Engaging Youth to Become 
Tomorrow’s (SAFE) Digital Creators 



1. The	only	thing	to	fear	is	fear	
itself	

2. Introduc7ons!	
3. Digital	literacy:	Why	does	it	
ma>er?	

4. Naviga7ng	digital	ci7zenship,	
safety,	online	addic7on	and	
more	

5. Help	your	child	be	a	digital	
creator,	not	just	a	consumer	

6. Ques7ons?	
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Hi! 



•  We	work	in	our	community	to:	
•  Teach	and	promote	digital	literacy	skills	essen4al	for	success	in	

the	21st	century		
•  Build	diversity	and	greater	inclusion	within	our	tech	sector	

	
•  Our	network	of	Hive	members	includes	individuals,	not-for-profit	and	

for-profit	organiza7ons,	community	groups,	chari7es,	and	individuals,	
that	support	and	work	towards	our	vision		
	

•  Meetups	every	3	months	with	quick	talks	on	a	variety	of	subjects	from	
tech	in	the	classroom	to	VR	to	augmented	tools	for	eyesight	to…	
	

•  Informa7on	available	at	hive.wr	and	facebook.com/HiveWR	



Marit	Collec7ve	is	a	social	organiza7on	that	encourages	a	culture	of	depth	
and	though^ulness	through	exploring	personal	insight	and	human	
connec7on.	We	create	space	for	respec^ul	discussion	and	consciousness-
raising	within	our	own	groups	and	community,	working	at	the	personal	
level	to	foster	more	empathy	and	awareness	of	each	other.	We	believe	
that	individual	shi`s	in	understanding	can	lead	to	larger	societal	evolu7on	
in	an	increasingly	polarized	world.	



Our	Values:		
•  Human	connec7on	(vs.	only	digital)	
•  Though^ulness	and	respect	–	seeing	the	humanity	in	others	
•  Inten7onal	community	–	bringing	people	together	to	have	deeper	

discussions	about	the	things	that	ma>er	in	our	lives	today	
•  Celebra7ng	life	together	

1:30	-	3:30pm	
44	Gaukel	St.		
Kitchener	
	
Child	Friendly!	
	
Register	at:	
marit.ca	



Code is the New Literacy 



Diversity, Inclusion & Equity 



Why is Digital 
Literacy Important? 



The Internets!!! 



omg the 
Internets… 



Through	understanding	how	technology	is		
made,	our	children	can	themselves	become		
digital	creators	
who	can		
influence	and		
change	their		
own	world.	

Photo:	HackerGrrlz	program	at	DriDwood	Park	P.S.	

hFp://hivewr.ca/2017/01/12/build-hive-case-digital-literacy-today/		



•  Help	teach	math	concepts	used	in	school:	
•  Enable	fluency	with	decimal	and	binary	number	

systems	
•  Understand	how	zeros	and	ones	can	be	used	to	

represent	informa7on	such	as	digital	images	and	
numbers	

Teaching Digital Literacy Concepts Can: 



155	in	
binary	

				=	?	



155	in	
binary	

				=	?	



•  Show	students	how	to	use	logical	reasoning	to	jus7fy	
procedures	and	solu7ons:	
•  Develop	an	understanding	of	algorithms	that	goes	beyond	

basic	opera7ons	of	arithme7c	
•  Understand	fundamental	ideas	of	logic	and	apply	logic	to	

solve	problems,	such	as	sor7ng	informa7on	into	useful	
order	quickly	

Teaching Digital Literacy Concepts Can: 



•  Give	students	tools	to	tell	and	illustrate	their	stories	(English,	art,	
and	graphic	design	applica7ons)	

•  Help	students	understand	how	computer	scien7sts	solve	
problems	and	innovate	in	the	world	
	

•  Show	students	how	they	can	connect	their	other	interests,	such	
as	music	or	sports,	for	example,	with	computer	science	to	create	
compelling	and	meaningful	career	paths	
	

•  Give	them	tools	to	communicate	with	others	clearly,	effec7vely,	
and	become	empowered	ci7zens	of	the	world	

Teaching Digital Literacy Concepts Can: 



Science	
Technology	
Engineering	
Mathema7cs	

STEM vs STEAM: 



STEM vs STEAM: 

Science	
Technology	
Engineering	
Arts	
Mathema7cs	

“Embracing	the	Moon”	
h>p://
www.windowsbykaitrin.com/	



Navigating 
the waters… 



Online Safety 



The	new	digital	na7ve	–	more	discerning,	fiscally	responsible,	
skep7cal:	shared	knowledge	is	their	lifestyle	



Knowledge is power 
•  Inform	yourself	about	the	

landscape	–	ask	for	help!	
•  Adults	don’t	know	what	kids	are	

doing	because	it’s	so	easy	for	them	
to	do	things:	they	don’t	talk	to	
parents	

•  Need	open	up	communica7ons	so	kids	feel	ok	talking	to	
parents	about	things;	start	young,	not	when	they’re	15	

•  Kids	need	to	feel	SAFE	sharing	at	any	7me	with	you,	without	
judgement	–	keeps	them	safe	

•  For	kids:	shared	knowledge	is	power	



What is Digital Citizenship? 

Today	we	communicate	through	a	powerful	combina7on	of	
words,	images	and	sounds.	Therefore,	becoming	"media	literate"	
requires	a	new	set	of	skills	that	enable	us	not	only	to	
comprehend,	but	also	to	create	and	distribute	informa7on	across	
all	mediums.	



What is Digital Citizenship? 

Digital	Ci7zenship	is	the	first	step	to	Media	Literacy,	and	
prepares	youth	to	navigate	online	arenas	safely	and	
confidently.		
	
We	want	to	help	the	young	people	in	our	lives	to	become	
wise	users	of	the	powerful	technologies	that	are	
transforming	everything	about	the	way	we	learn,	
communicate,	and	interact!	



Make a Digital Contract 



Parental Monitoring Tools 



Things to Discuss 
with your Kids 



Media	literacy:	cri4cal	thought	and	analysis,	fake	news	



"We	confuse	the	fact	that	
our	kids	are	fluent	in	the	
use	of	digital	devices	with	
them	being	capable	of	
analyzing	the	info	those	
devices	provide.”		
	

--	Sam	Wineburg,	PhD	
Stanford	professor	

	
	
Ar7cle	link:	
http://bit.ly/2IB8xnB



Online	privacy,		
reputa4on	management,	
iden4ty	forma4on	



Protec4ng	your	data:		
iden4fy	theK,	data	theK,	online	security	

Privacy:	“it’s	not	important	to	me	because	I’m	not	a	terrorist”.	
		
It’s	not	just	about	you,	it’s	about	everyone	you	interact	with	
online.	Use	stories	to	create	empathy	around	privacy	–	we	can’t	
empathize	with	data,	with	credit	card	numbers.	We	empathize	
with	people,	rela7onships,		
and	defend	family	and	friends.	
	
DeepFace	



Piracy	and	plagiarism…	



Cyberbullying,	sex4ng,	etc.	

Set	7me	limits	on	screen	7me	–	with	so`ware	if	necessary	
Keep	devices	in	public	spaces	in	your	home,	and	set	passwords	if	
necessary	
	
	
	
	
	
	
*To	consider:	Use	the	pla^orms	in	different	ways:	e.g.	online	
bullying	-	get	peers	to	support	someone	who’s	being	bullied,	on	
the	same	pla^orm	



Engage	in	simple,	posi4ve	paren4ng	prac4ces:	

•  Be	involved	in	your	child’s	online	world.	Ensure	trust	from	an	
early	age!	

•  Have	ongoing,	regular	conversa7ons	about	what’s	going	on	in	
their	online	world.	We	can	respect	privacy	but	s7ll	maintain	
communica7on	about	the	issues.	(Hint	–	it	pays	to	have	
conversa7ons	when	we’re	not	too	emo7onal	about	things.)	

•  Have	rules	about	media	and	phone	use	and	monitor	
adherence	to	those	rules,	with	clear	consequences	if	the	rules	
are	not	kept.	

•  Be	available	for	your	child	to	come	to	you	if	things	go	badly	in	
their	media	spaces.	

Source: http://www.kidspot.com.au/parenting/child/child-behaviour/if-your-childs-addicted-to-the-internet-heres-what-to-do 



Engage	in	simple,	posi4ve	paren4ng	prac4ces:	

Demonstrate	conscious	digital	ci7zenship	yourself	
	

	Replace	screen	7me		
	with	other	ac7vi7es	–		
	play	board	games	with		
	them,	visit	the	library,		
	play	sports,	meet	with		
	friends	etc.	–	be	an		
	ac7ve,	engaged	parent	



Resources 

binaryta>oo.com	
	
	

www.cyberwise.org	
(“No	grownup	le`	behind”)	
	
	

surfieapp.com	
	
	

cryptorpg.com	
(www.rpg.net/reviews/archive/17/17198.phtml)	



Places to learn ;) 



1. Offline Tools 







https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rfQqh7iCcOU 



2. Online Tools 



scratch.mit.edu  
 
scratchjr.org  
 
 
lightbot.com 
 
 
eraseallkittens.com  



learning.mozilla.org 
 
 
codecademy.com  
 
 
code.org/learn 
 
 
 
codecombat.com 
 
 



More Resources 
www.edutopia.org/blog/15-ways-teaching-students-coding-
vicki-davis	
	
h>ps://www.ncwit.org/resources/computer-science-box-
unplug-your-curriculum		
	
h>p://igamemom.com/kids-ac7vi7es-learn-coding-without-
computer/		
	
h>p://www.scholas7c.com/parents/resources/ar7cle/
parent-child/tools-teach-kids-to-code	
	
h>p://codespark.org/5-ac7vi7es-to-go-beyond-an-hour-of-
code/		



3. Local Resources 





thimble.mozilla.org 



@srozek | @HiveWR | @MaritCollective 
stephanierozek.ca | hivewr.ca | marit.ca 

Thank You! 
   Questions? 


