
DECEMBER 3, 2013 

PARENT INVOLVEMENT COMMITTEE 

 

A meeting of the Waterloo Region District School Board Parent Involvement Committee was 

held on Tuesday, December 3, 2013, at 6:30 p.m. in the Cambridge Room at the Education 

Centre, 51 Ardelt Avenue in Kitchener with the following members in attendance: 

 

Trustee:  K. Smith did not attend. 

 

Board Staff:  J. Bryant, D. Duncan-Peacock, K. O’Reilly were in attendance.  J. Fairhall did not 

attend. 

 

Waterloo Region Assembly of Public School Councils (WRAPSC) Parent Representatives:  

A. Allen, G. Anderson, C. Gillis Bilton (Co-Chair), J. Magazine, J. Ortiz and L. Tremble (Co-

Chair) were in attendance.  

 

Community Representative:  A. Hynes. 

 

Other Staff in Attendance:  E. Roberts, P. Rubenschuh, B. Ward. 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

 

Committee Co-Chair C. Gillis Bilton, called the meeting to order at 6:35 p.m. Regrets from 

K. Smith were conveyed.  New WRAPSC Steering Committee/Parent Involvement Committee 

members, Glenn Anderson, Joe Ortiz, Christine Rose (Secretary) and Jennifer Wilson 

(Treasurer) were introduced and welcomed.  

 

Co-Chairs C. Gillis Bilton and L. Tremble announced they will participate in voting on any/all 

motions brought forward at tonight’s meeting. 

 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

 

1. Moved by A. Hynes, seconded by A. Allen: 

 

That the agenda of the December 3, 2013, Parent Involvement Committee meeting be 

approved. 
 

-Carried- 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

2. Moved by J. Magazine, seconded by A. Hynes: 

 

That the minutes of the September 24, 2013, Parent Involvement Committee meeting 

be approved as amended. 

-Carried- 

 

Amendment:  The PIC Budget Update be corrected to read ‘… there is an expenditure balance of 

$6331.74 in the PIC budget.  The current available balance is $3,556.90’.   
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MENTAL HEALTH STRATEGY FRAMEWORK 
 

Special Education Services, Mental Health Lead, Barbara Ward, presented an overview of the 

WRDSB Mental Health Strategy Framework.  Initial goals of this initiative are to assess mental 

health needs and priorities within the system, collaborate with stakeholders to develop a system-

wide strategy, and liaise with community-based service providers to facilitate timely access to 

intervention services. A handout identifying Framework tiers was distributed.  PIC members 

were asked to complete a worksheet identifying priority areas within each tier.  Suggestions for 

gaining further parent input were requested and shared. 

 

Information regarding an event to be held on January 16, 2014, An Evening with Dr. Ross 

Greene, was shared with PIC members. Dr. Greene speaks on the topic of Collaborative and 

Proactive Solutions, an approach that helps parents, guardians and caregivers work responsively 

to resolve the challenging behaviours of children of all ages.  Volunteers were requested to assist 

on the evening of the presentation. 

 
SAFE, CARING AND INCLUSIVE SCHOOLS 

 

Peter Rubenschuh, Assistant (to) Superintendent of Learning Services (Equity & Inclusion, 

Character Development, Safe Schools, Alternative and Continuing Education), made a 

presentation on the Safe, Caring and Inclusive Schools (SCIS) strategy.  Comments and 

questions raised in a letter dated November 11, 2013, from J. Magazine to Director of Education, 

J. Bryant regarding WRDSB Safe, Caring and Inclusive Schools, were also discussed. 

 

Ensuring a safe, caring and equitable learning environment is a component of the Board’s 

Improvement Plan for Student Achievement (BIPSA).  SCIS climate surveys, staff professional 

development, and policy and administrative procedures--all elements of the strategy were 

discussed.  Bill 13 implications, and the Bullying Prevention and Intervention Plan prevention, 

intervention and support strategies, were described. 

 

P. Rubenschuh addressed questions from PIC members regarding the SCIS strategy and 

implementation.  Continued input and feedback from parents on the strategy is welcomed. 

 
PIC CHAIRS’ REPORT 

 

Co-Chair, L. Tremble, attended the Equinox Summit in Waterloo in September.  The Summit, 

according to organizers, the Waterloo Global Science Initiative (WGSI), brings together 

‘an international, interdisciplinary and intergenerational group of experts to explore best 

practices and promising initiatives in education aimed at empowering students in their creativity 

and potential’.  L. Tremble found the Summit very informative and thought provoking.  An 

Equinox Communique is available at www.WGSI.org.  

 

  

http://wgsi.org/participants
http://www.wgsi.org/
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CONFERENCE PARTICIPATION/REPORTS 

 

PIC sponsored the attendance of eight committee members at the People for Education 2013 

Making Connections Conference.  A report and summary of learnings, takeaways and resource 

links were shared.  Positive opinions on the value of the conference and continuation of 

PIC/WRAPSC support of members’ attendance were also conveyed. 

 

Additional conference opportunities and participation were discussed. 

 

3. Moved by J. Wilson, seconded by G. Anderson: 

 

That the Parent Involvement Committee approve providing funding to support 

sending two committee representative to attend the Canadian Safe School Network Annual 

Safe Schools Conference being held in Toronto on February 25, 2014. 

 

-Carried- 

 
PIC TREASURERS’ REPORT 

 

J. Wilson noted, as per the amendment to the minutes of September 24, 2013, that the PIC 

budget balance was $3,556.90.  That, plus the annual allocation of $5,000 from the Ministry of 

Education, leaves a current balance of $8,556.90. 

 
2013-2014 FAMILY EVENT SUBCOMMITTEE UPDATE 
 

A. Allen distributed and reviewed a list of topics and presenters being put together for the April 

12, 2014, family event which will be held at Bluevale Collegiate Institute.  Additional 

presentation topic suggestions, as well as ideas for a title for the event were requested.  

Promotion of the event throughout the WRDSB and externally was discussed and will be passed 

along to the event planning committee. 

 

NEW/ONGOING INITIATIVES 

 

L. Tremble brought forward a suggestion for a new PIC parent engagement initiative.  A 

‘Director’s Forum’ networking opportunity was discussed.  The forum could provide an 

opportunity for WRAPSC/PIC members to meet informally with Board representatives, the 

Director of Education, Senior and school Administrators, educators and others, to discuss 

education and matters of interest and will promote relationship building. 

 

4. Moved by J. Magazine and seconded by C. Rose: 

 

 That a subcommittee of the Parent Involvement Committee be formed to investigate a 

format for a Director’s Forum to be held in the fall of 2014. 

 

-Carried- 
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PIC PROMOTION/WEBSITE 

 

J. Ortiz stated that he asked a number of parents to review and provide feedback on the 

navigation and content of the PIC website.  A summary of the recommendations will be 

forwarded to E. Roberts in the Office of the Director of Education and to L. Meikle in the 

Communications Department.  The recommendations include updates to content, and design 

change suggestions, to improve user-friendliness and ease of navigation. 

 

WATERLOO REGION ASSEMBLY OF PUBLIC SCHOOL COUNCILS UPDATE  

 

C. Rose provided an update on topics discussed at WRAPSC meetings. Recent agenda items 

have included discussions and presentations on WRDSB budget issues, Bell Times, the 34 Credit 

Threshold and EQAO results.  

 

PIC BYLAW UPDATE – REVISED BYLAWS 5 & 6 

 

Due to time constraints, this item was deferred for discussion at the March 4, 2014, meeting. 

 

DIRECTOR’S UPDATE 

 

J. Bryant stated the System Fiscal Review was continuing to identify areas were efficiencies can 

be made to achieve a balanced budget this year, and assist in future budget years where little 

increased funding from the Ministry of Education is anticipated.  

 

Approximately 6000 students attended We Day Waterloo Region on November 20, 2013, at the 

Kitchener Memorial Auditorium.  We Day is an educational event tied to the yearlong We Act 

program which offers curricular resources, campaigns and materials to encourage youth get 

involved in their local and global communities.  It was noted that BlackBerry is a large corporate 

sponsor of We Day and that continued sponsorship of the event by BlackBerry is in question. 

 

J. Bryant distributed ‘THINK’ campaign bands to PIC members.  THINK (True? Helpful? 

Inspiring? Necessary? Kind?) promotes respectful and responsible digital leadership through 

positive use of social media.  

 
FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 

 

Future agenda items were discussed. 

 

OTHER BUSINESS 

 

No other business was discussed. 
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DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

 

Tuesday, March 4, 2014 

Cambridge Room, Education Centre 

6:30 p.m. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

5. Moved by A. Allen and seconded by J. Magazine: 

 

 That the Parent Involvement Committee meeting be adjourned. 

 

-Carried- 

 

The meeting adjourned at 9:30 p.m. 

 


